RESOLUTION NO.
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF KELSO, WASHINGTON,
PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED
ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF KELSO AND TRANSMISSION TO
THE COWLITZ COUNTY AUDITOR FOR THE GENERAL
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2016, A
PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING A CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT
RELATED TO ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
WHEREAS, based on concerns raised by councilmembers in prior years related to
the City’s Charter, the City Council formed a Charter Review Committee in April 2016;
and

WHEREAS, the Charter Review Committee met on April 26, May 2, May 16,
May 23, and June 13, 2016 to take public comment and consider changes to the City
Charter; and

WHEREAS, at a special meeting of the City Council on June 28, 2016, the
Charter Review Committee made its recommendations to amend the City Charter to the
City Council; and

WHEREAS, on June 28, 2016, the City Council considered the Charter Review
Committee’s recommendations to amend the City Charter and took public comment on
the proposed changes and determined to submit four (4) ballot propositions to the voters
of the City of Kelso; and

WHEREAS, upon consideration of (1) the purposes of the original City Charter,
developed using a national “League of Cities” sample document not specific to
Washington State, and (2) the duplicative nature of many of the amendments with state

law, and (3) the breadth of regulation of optional municipal code cities under 35A RCW

where the Charter may have conflicted, and (4) the need for efficient council meetings



and administrative operations, the Charter Review Committee and City Council
recommend this Charter Amendment removing certain administrative provisions from the
Charter.

WHEREAS, on July 5, 2016, the Council by a majority vote determined it
advisable and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Kelso to submit this
resolution concerning city administrative provisions of the Charter in Article 1V, and
Sections 2.07, 2.09 through 2.14, and 9.01 through 9.02; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to Article 1V, and Sections 2.07, 2.09
through 2.14, and 9.01 through 9.02, if approved, will result in such matters being
governed by Title 35A RCW, the same optional code city provisions of state law
applicable to all code cities within the state;

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KELSO DO HEREBY
RESOLVE:

Section 1. Proposition No. 4 Concerning City Administrative Provisions.

There shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Kelso at the General
Election to be held on Tuesday the 8th day of November 2016, for their approval or
rejection a ballot proposition to amend Article 1V, and Sections 2.07, 2.09 through 2.14,
and 9.01 through 9.02 of the Charter as set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference. Upon approval of the voters of the proposition
hereinafter set forth, the Charter shall be amended as proposed.

The Cowlitz County Auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, is hereby
requested to call and conduct such election and to submit to the qualified electors of the

City for their approval or rejection, the proposed Charter amendments as set forth in



Exhibit A. The City Clerk shall cause the proposed City Charter amendments to be
published in the City’s newspaper of record in the manner provided by law, and is further
authorized and directed to certify the following proposition to the Cowlitz County
Auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, in substantially the following form:
CITY OF KELSO, WASHINGTON
PROPOSITION NO. 4

CHARTER AMENDMENT CONCERNING CITY
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The Kelso City Council adopted Resolution __ concerning
City Charter administrative amendments. If approved, this
proposition would amend Article IV, and Sections 2.07,
2.09 through 2.14, and 9.01 through 9.02 of the Charter,
resulting in such matters being governed by Title 35A
RCW, the same optional code city provisions of state law
applicable to all code cities within the state.

Should this proposition be:
APPROVED?
REJECTED?

Section 2. Minor Adjustments. The Mayor and City Attorney are authorized to

make such minor adjustments to the wording of such proposition as may be recommended
by the Cowlitz County Elections as long as the intent of the proposition remains clear and
consistent with the intent of this Resolution as approved by the City Council.

Section 3. Effective Date. This resolution will take effect from and after its

adoption as provided by law.
ADOPTED by the City Council and SIGNED by the Mayor this day of

, 2016.




MAYOR
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATION:

CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CITY ATTORNEY



EXHIBIT A

ARTICLE IV

ARTICLE IV-RESERVED ABMINISTRATION




Section 2.07

2.07-RESERVED Judge-of Qualifications:

Section 2.09

2.09 Procedure.

(a) Meetings. The council shall meet regularly at least once in every month at
such times and places as the council may prescribe by rule. Special meetings may
be held on the call of the mayor or two or more members, provided notice of such
meetings is given in accordance with State law. Except as allowed by state law,
all meetings shall be public, with a portion of the each regular meeting set aside

for public comment.

Section 2.10




Section 2.11
2.110 Ordinances in General.
(a) Form. Every proposed ordinance shall be introduced in writing and in the form
required for final adoption. No ordinance shall contain more than one subject
which shall be clearly expressed in its title. The enacting clause shall be “The City
of Kelso hereby ordains . . .”. Any ordinance which repeals or amends an existing
ordinance or part of the city code shall set out in full the ordinance, sections or
subsections to be repealed or amended, and shall indicate matters to be omitted by
enclosing it in brackets or by strikeout type and shall indicate new matters by
underscoring or by italics.
(b) Procedure. At First Reading, the title of such ordinance shall be read and-upen
i - Copies of all such proposed
ordinances shall be kept available to the public at the office of the city clerk.
Ordinances granting a franchise shall be published once each week for three
consecutive weeks prior to finally passing such ordinance.

All persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard on the proposed
ordinance.

After such opportunity for public comment, the city council may pass such
ordinance, with or without amendment. Passage of an ordinance requires at least a
majority vote in its favor and the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays, and
entered in the public journal of city council proceedings. Every ordinance or
resolution passed by the city council shall be signed by the mayor and filed with
the city clerk, who shall record the same. When an ordinance fails to pass and a
motion is made to reconsider, the vote upon such motion shall not be acted upon
before the next meeting of the city council.

(c) Effective Date. Except as otherwise provided in this charter, every adopted
ordinance shall become effective 5 days after publication of the summary of the
ordinance or at any later date specified therein. All ordinances shall be published
promptly.

(d) “Publish” Defined. As used in this section, the term “publish” means to print
in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the city: (1) The summary of
the ordinance thereof, and (2) the places where copies of it have been filed and the
times when they are available for public inspection and purchase at a reasonable
price.



Section 2.12

2.112 Emergency Ordinance.

To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property or the public peace,
the city council may adopt one or more emergency ordinances, but such
ordinances may not levy taxes, grant, renew or extend a franchise, regulate the
rate charged by any public utility for its services or authorize the borrowing of
money. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in the form and manner
prescribed for ordinances generally, except that it shall be plainly designated as an
emergency ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration
stating that an emergency exists and describing it in clear and specific terms. An
emergency ordinance may be adopted with or without amendment or rejected at
the meeting at which it is introduced, but the affirmative vote of at least five
members shall be required for adoption. After its adoption, a summary of the
ordinance shall be published and prlnted as prescrlbed for other adopted
ordinances. , ; g al-3 aticatly

emergeney-stil-exists—An emergency ordinance may also be repealed by adoption
of a repealing ordinance in the same manner specified in this section for adoption

of emergency ordinances. An emergency ordinance shall become effective upon
adoption or at such later time as it may specify.

Section 2.13




Section 9.01

9.01 Officers and Employees.
(a) Rights and Privileges Preserved. Nothing in this charter except as otherwise

specifically provided shall affect or impair the rights or privileges of persons who
are city officers or employees at the time of its adoption.

Section 9.02



[...]
9.023-Pending Matters.

All rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts and legal administrative proceedings
shall continue except as modified pursuant to the provisions of this charter and in
each case shall be maintained, carried on or dealt with by the city department,
office or agency appropriate under this charter.

9.034-State and Municipal Laws.
All city ordinances, resolutions, orders, regulations and laws which are in force
when this charter becomes fully effective are superseded to the extent that they
are inconsistent with this charter.

9.045 Time of Taking Full Effect.
The charter shall be in full effect for all purposes on and after the date and time of
the first meeting of the newly elected city council.

9.056 Separability.

If any provision of this charter is held invalid, the other provisions of the charter
shall not be affected thereby. If the application of the charter or any of its
provisions to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the application of the
charter and its provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected
thereby.



